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DAYTON, Ohio -During the Age of Aquarius, when long-haired hippie freaks were 
dominating the rock 'n' roll market, a group of Ivy League college students perfected their 
harmonies, donned greaser duds and flashy gold lame stage suits, and launched the rebirth of 
doowop. 
Sha Na Na was an instant hit at Columbia University, where the majority of the 12 
original members were students. Its first big gig was 1969's Woodstock, where they played in 
the daybreak hour of day four, just before Jimi Hendrix took the stage. 
Dennis Greene, 20 years old at the time, arrived early backstage, delivered by helicopter. 
"I looked out and saw all those people. I walked out into the crowd to see what it was like," he 
remembered. "It was physically distressing for those people who had been up all night in the 
cold Catskill mountains in the ongoing rain, but the level of concern for one another was so 
incredibly special. I felt it was extraordinary and would never happen again. So I walked 
around again. 
"I was cognizant of the fact that it was a wonderful, once-in-a-lifetime experience to be 
part of Woodstock." 
Greene, a visiting law professor at the University of Dayton t.ltis year, was one of the 
three gold-lame clad singers and dancers who formed the stage centerpiece for Sha Na Na. With 
a background in dance, he helped to stage the movements for the group, and he sang lead on 
songs such as Tears on My Pillow, Duke of Earl, Up on the Roof and Under the Boardwalk. 
His background in music stretched back to his youngster years when he would see 
groups such as Frankie Lyman and the Teenagers and Little Anthony and the Imperials at the 
Apollo Theater in Harlem. He started singing in an a cappella group at boarding school and 
then joined the King's Men, another a cappella group, when he arrived at Columbia. 
"It was a way to keep singing. All the Ivy Leagues had a cappella groups," Greene said. 
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"We did some oldies in the student lounge one night. George Leonard, a Columbia graduate 
student and brother of a group member, saw it and suggested we do a whole show. He was key 
in the whole choreography and showmanship side ofSha Na Na." 
The costumes and stage personas made their debut in "The Glory That Was Grease," a 
campus show that brought Columbia students -dramatically polarized by student unrest into 
groups known as the jocks and the pukes - together in a fifties frenzy of slicked-back hair and 
cigarettes rolled up in white T-shirt sleeves. 
"Remember, this was the era of 10-minute guitar solos played with your back to the 
audience," Greene said. "Oldies were by no means the trend, the rage. We created that market 
in the hippie generation. 
"It was a parody of nostalgia. We were doing theater, and the girls who dressed up in 
their circle skirts and bobby socks were swooning for us, as theater. After the Woodstock movie 
came out, women started grabbing your leg for real. It was a very funny thing." 
Sha Na Na toured from 1969 to 1977, playing Asia, Europe and America, logging more 
than 100 concerts a year. "The travel gets old," Greene said. "It's broadening, but it can get 
boring, exhausting and sometimes dangerous. But the reward is the magic two hours onstage. 
The moment of engagement is very powerful, and it is very gratifying to know the audience 
appreciates what you're doing." 
The group then hosted a syndicated TV variety show from 1977 to 1981, and appeared in 
the movie Grease with John Travolta. That's Greene singing lead on Tears on My Pillow in the 
film. 
"I never expected to be in it for as long as I was," Greene said. "Sha Na Na was part of 
my life, but it was never 'my life.' I didn't hang out in the rock 'n' roll world when I was away 
from the group." 
The taping schedule for the television show allowed him time for outside projects, and 
he continued to be active in theater, music and fiction writing. 
When the television show was over, so was Greene's stint with the band. Having 
completed his degree in English at Columbia during the early years of Sha Na Na, he returned 
to school, earning a master's in education from Harvard University in 1984 and a law degree 
from Yale Law School in 1987. 
He became a vice president at Columbia Pictures, taught courses at City College of New 
York and now holds a tenured position at the University of Oregon Law School, where he knew 
UD's new law dean, Lisa Kloppenberg. 
Impressed by the mission of UD and drawn to its Catholic nature, he agreed to teach for 
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